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By Pastor Tony Brown

often hear the word "Apportionment"
thrown around in our church and may

You

wonder what exactly that is. The main way we support
the ministries of the larger church is through our ap-
portioned funds, a method of giving that proportionally
allocates the churchwide budget to conferences and
local churches.

For United Methodists this method of giving has be-
come a strong, generous tradition.

Together, through our connected congregations, we
accomplish what no single church, district or annual
conference ever could hope to do alone. In this way,
each individual, each family, each congregation gives a
fair share for the church's work. We combine our pray-
ers, presence, gifts and service to make a significant
difference in the lives of God's people.

The general funds include:

World Service Fund

The World Service Fund is the essential core of our
global outreach ministry, underwriting philanthropic
work around the world. By giving to World Service we
empower United Methodist evangelistic efforts...
stimulate Bible study and spiritual commitment...
encourage church growth and discipleship...and help
God's children everywhere with basic needs to live and
thrive.

Ministerial Education Fund

Men and women choose the ministry because God calls
them. The Ministerial Education Fund is our way of
helping them answer that divine call. Our United Meth-
odist seminaries lead the effort to proclaim God's word
in a world desperately in need of that message.

Episcopal Fund

Bishops have always had a very special role in our
church...elected and consecrated to speak to the
church...and from the church. The apostle Paul called it
"a noble task," but it is practical, too, since our bishops
oversee and promote the church's spiritual and tem-
poral interests as well.
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Apportionments

Connecting
Your Church
to the World

Black College Fund

The 11 U.S. historically Black colleges and universities
supported by The United Methodist Church have
played a unique role in U.S. higher education. Their
graduates—teachers and doctors, ministers and bish-
ops, judges, artists and entrepreneurs—are leaders in
the African-American community and in a rapidly
changing, more diverse United States.

Interdenominational Cooperation Fund

We United Methodists acknowledge that we are but a
small part of the worldwide Christian church—the living
body of Jesus Christ. Our unity with other Christian
communions is affirmed as we witness to a common
Christian faith, meet human suffering and advocate for
peace and justice all over the world.

Africa University Fund

This vital fund supports the only United Methodist-
related, degree-granting university on the continent of
Africa—serving students from 21 countries, all across
the continent of Africa. Africa University provides high-
er education of excellent quality, enriched with Chris-
tian values, for both men and women, developing vi-
sionary leaders of tomorrow.

General Administration Fund

This fund underwrites and finances general church ac-
tivities that are administrative in nature, rather than
program-related—Ilike General Conference, the legisla-
tive branch of the church. General Council on Finance

(Continued on page 6)
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Christimas Season al Jrinily

Candlelight Concert with Wild Rose
Chorale Thursday, December 18, 7PM

United Women in Faith Christmas
Brunch Saturday, December 20, 10AM

Trinity Christmas Concert
Sunday, December 21, 7PM

Christmas Eve Candlelight Service
Wednesday, December 24, 6PM

o Annual
Christinas Concert™

Join us on December 21st at 7PM for our musical
celebration of the season. Invite your friends
and family!

We will be sharing performances by our Bell
Choir, Trinity Chancel Choir, vocal soloists along
with  trumpet, French horn, timpanist /
percussionist, and keyboards including two pipe
organs. Just for the children, and of course the
young at heart, ‘The Night Before Christmas’ will
be featured. We invite everyone to become the
choir and sing in the season with a selection of
holiday classics and carols—closing our evening
with a candle lit Silent Night. Doors will open at
6:30 - this is a free family-friendly event for our
whole community; any donations will be added
to the Trinity music program.

Children are welcome and Fidget Baskets will be
ready to share. (See announcements page for
how you can help with our Fidget Baskets.)

WHITE ELEPHANT GIFT
EXCHANGE EXPLAINED °
) §

WHO:
United Women in Faith (This is for Trinity
Women, Friends and Neighbors)

WHAT:

Potluck Brunch and White Elephant Gift
Exchange ($7 limit. Regifted, Thrift store,
Homemade items, all are great. The sillier
the better)

WHEN:
Saturday, December 20 at 10 AM

WHERE:
Fellowship Hall

December 2025 & January 2026
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CANDLELIGHT CONCERT
Thursday, December 18, 7PM

X By Beth Kissinger, John Miller, and Ron Portin

Wild Rose Chorale
An Evening of Holiday Music

In-Person, Online & On the Air

3 3 United Methodist's Candlelight
Trinity ' X

Concerts host the Wild Rose Cho-

rale, a Port Townsend’s premier a cappella group,
who will be performing at Trinity United Method-
ist Church on Thursday, December 18th at 7:00
PM for one set with no intermission.

The performance will also be streamed
live at https://trinityumcpt.org/ where you will find
a link for the Candlelight Concerts Online and
ways to donate. The concert will also be simulcast
on KPTZ FM 91.9.

Admission to the concert is free (really!), with a
suggested donation $15 per person. You are most
welcome to attend whether you choose to donate
or not. Half of the proceeds from this concert go
toward the Wild Rose Chorale’s scholarship fund,
which makes awards to promising high school and
college students who pursue choral music in their
post-secondary education.

The Wild Rose Chorale has been entertaining area
audiences since it was formed in 1992. Often
billed as Port Townsend's premier a cappella en-
semble, its repertoire includes jazz, pop, show
tunes and traditional songs, all sung without in-
strumental accompaniment. Wild Rose has per-
formed for private groups, charity fundraisers, civ-
ic events and puts on two major concerts per sea-
son. From time to time it takes on student interns
and offers an annual scholarship to students con-
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tinuing in choral music beyond high school. The
chorale is directed by Leslie Lewis, local music
teacher, choral singer and conductor.

The program for this concert includes favorites
from both the sacred and secular holiday tradi-
tions, with a few jazzy twists and turns along the
way!

Please plan on joining us for a holiday reception
following the performance.

Trinity United Methodist Church is located at 609
Taylor Street, across from the Community Center,
in Uptown. Attendees should plan on arriving early
- doors will open at 6:30. =



Trinity <|_5 Times

CANDLELIGHT CONCERT LINE-UP & CHARITIES

Thursday, December 18
Wild Rose Chorale
An Evening of Holiday Music

2026

Thursday, January 22
Quimper’s Watch
Maritime Singing Group

Thursday, February 26
Lee Alison-Silbley
International Vocal Artist
Thursday, March 26
Kevin Ayesh
Classical Pianist
Thursday, April 23

Mike & Val James
Jazz and Folk Music

Last Month's
Cand(elight
Concert with

Jean [enke

Our Candlelight Concerts have raised

donations for these charities:
OlyCap
Food Bank
Dove House
Gatheringplace
Bayside Housing
Olympic Neighbors
Habitat for Humanity
Community Boat Project
Wild Rose Chorale Scholarships
Food Bank Growers
St Vincent de Paul
Jumping Mouse
Olympic Angels
Recovery Café
YEA Music!
JCIRA
NAMI

December 2025 & January 2026
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is here! It is now! Actually part of it is al-
ready past... The Holiday Season. How per-
The cakes, cookies, the sights,

It

fectly wonderful.
the smells (sometime an odour, depends on who's
cooking), the TURKEY, the DECORATIONS; is there
anything better than James Beard's eggnog, with
16 eggs and lots of medicinal-brandy on a cold wet
day?

The joys of preparation: the DECORATING, the
choosing, the shopping, the posting, the wrapping,
the opening, the returning..."Holiday Inn", "The
Bishop's Wife", "EIf" (arrggh), "A Christmas Carol"
any version, maybe, "Home Alone".

A person would have to be daft not to enthusiasti-
cally moan and groan about the work involved
while inwardly squiggling with anticipation. You
know you found the most delightful gift. Can
hardly wait to see the reaction...

And then, the dreadful DAY AFTER.

Well, this is the year to make next year's DAY AF-
TER much less dreadful. It is simple. This year, as
you tidy up the decorations, designate a box for
those DECORATIONS that you aren't too fond of.
If your family loves it, give them an early inher-
itance boon. That decoration. Mark the box Rum-
mage Sale 2026. Treat yourself to one (1) new dec-
oration from the Holiday sales. Do you honestly
need ALL those various wrapping papers, tea tow-
els, Father Christmases, cutsie-dutsies? Wouldn't
life be easier if you didn't have to rearrange the
tops of every piece of furniture every Fall and Win-
ter to provide space for one more THING? If all
you had to rearrange was your heart a tiny bit to
have space for this season's happiness? You
might even have time to sing a carol or two, smile
at a stranger, hear the bells, be at peace.
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RUMMAGE SALE HINTS, OR HOW TO SIMPLIFY THE HOLIDAY

Give future self a lower stress 2026 Halloween,
Thanksgiving, Christmas, and New Year. Remem-
ber, stress is the part of the Holidays we create
ourselves. Rest instead in the love and kinship of
the Season.

Wishing you all the Best of the Holidays, the hon-
our of purpose of the Child born so long ago, the
warmth of friends and family, and a year full of
promise to come. jennie Williams

PS This note should not be interpreted that this
person intends be 'boss' of the '26 R/S. Am most
curious to see how much 'stuff' | shall end with.
Huh. =

(PASTOR’S LOG continued from page 2)

and Administration coordinates and administers the
finances of the church, receives, disburses and ac-
counts for the church's general funds, safeguards the
denomination's legal interests and rights, compiles
and publishes denominational statistics and maintains
the church's records.

If you'd like to dive deeper into understanding the ap-
portionment you can go to www.umc.org/en/content/
apportioned-funds to learn more.

In Christ,
Pastor Tony =
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By Margaret Engle

With the holidays upon us, please consider checking
out one of our Children’s or Youth books to share with
visiting young friends and family. One thoughtful
Thanksgiving youth book is Molly's Pilgrim. This is a
short chapter book that could easily be read in one day.
"This touching story tells how recent immigrant Molly
leads her third-grade class to discover that it takes all
kinds of pilgrims to make a Thanksgiving.”

FREEDOM, PEACE, AND JUSTICE LIBRARY NEWS

Check out a book by writing your name and phone
number on the book’s library card and place the card in
the container on the small table by the library. There is
no limit to the number of books you can take nor are
there any due dates. Also, any visitor touring the church
on Saturday mornings is welcome to check out a book.
Just remind visitors to be sure to include their phone
number on the checkout card. =

By Kathy O’Shea, UWF President

A our November UWF meeting we invited
t Yolanda Wilde, Communications Director for
Dove House. She gave a very informative talk on the
many areas where the Dove House helps those in
need. She began with the origin story of Dove House
and continued with how they have expanded into oth-
er areas, while maintaining their focus on keeping
women and children safe. | was very surprised to find
out that they even go to the high school to present a
series of talks in Health Class on making good relation-
ships. Check out the UWF Bulletin Board in the Fellow-

4 UNITED WOMEN IN FAITH

ship Hall for Dove House Brochures. Afterwards, we
presented her with the 100+ Christmas stocking that
UWF and Wacky Wednesday girls made and a mone-
tary donation. She gave us some ideas for ways that
we can continue to support their programs. Soon you
will notice a box in the church where we will be collect-
ing personal hygiene products. More on that later.

NEXT MEETING: SATURDAY, DECEMBER 20 AT 10AM
Potluck Brunch and White Elephant

Hope you can join us for a fun time together!

December 2025 & January 2026
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TRINITY HIKING GROUP

By Nancy Stevens

. is a perfect time of year to express our
ThlS gratitude for the Trinity Hiking Group. |
know | speak for all who join us for these walks when |
say it is truly a blessing to share this time together -
being outside to nourish our bodies with clean fresh air,
getting some exercise in our beautiful surroundings,
and having opportunities to foster friendships and offer
support and encouragement to one another! Sounds
perfect, because it really is! We are grateful for the new
faces in the group, and we look forward to welcoming
others as time goes by.

We choose easy trails and keep our distances between
3-5 miles. Most of the hikes are in or near Port Town-
send, and when we venture further away we carpool
and bring a sack lunch. If you have been thinking about
giving it a try - do it! All you need to do is send your
contact info via email to Nancy Stevens at nste-
vensnow@gmail.com. There is no obligation when we
add your name to the notification list - but it does give
you the chance to join us when it is convenient for you.
Friends and neighbors are welcome, too! ®

December 2025 & January 2026
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ARE YOU MAKING A NEW YEAR'S RESOLUTION TO EXERCISE MORE??7?
I HAVE AN IDEA FOR A WAY TO SUCCEED...

Join me in the Fellowship Hall on Mondays,
11am for a DVD-guided, gentle stretching,
chair-based exercise program designed by
the American Arthritis Foundation. | will be
there with my chair starting on January 5,
2026.

For more information, talk with Kathy
O'Shea. =

Take Control With

EXERCISE

Base«
by the Arthritis Foundation

a program developed

Enjoy the benefits of being physically
active without adding strain to your
joints with Take Control With Exercise
This upbeat 60-minute fitness DVD
allows you to croate a customizable
exercise program proven to relieve
pain, boost energy and improve your
overall heaith,

December & January Celebrations!

DECEMBER Birthdays
6 Dan Purnell

DECEMBER Anniversaries
4 Nancy and Alan

JANUARY Birthdays
1 Will Kenney

JANUARY Anniversaries
2 Tony Brown and Eric

7 Jill Buhler Stevens 5 Austin Sparks Incoy
16 Ruth Kohl 14 Billand Cathy Colson 6 Kay Harris
17 Don Campbell 18 Ted and Sharon 16 Alan Stevens
18 Scott Hil Wimer, 1965 21 Jeff Krida
18 Charlie Telling 20 Brian and Brandi 21 Mary Weeding
21 Maya Boyle Hageman 24 Eli Allen
22 Pat Webb 26 Ciara Abbott
28 Bill Colson 30 BenniRogge
31 Lynn Zephryna
SUNDAY WORSHIP VOLUNTEERS
RON POtiN .o OrganTech ~ DECEMBER7 DECEMBER 28
Liturgist: Debra Olson Liturgist: Sally Helman
John Miller......c.ocooviniinnnen. Sound, Tech, Musician ~ Coffee: Marlene Colvin Creeter: Vicki Long
Money Counters: Harvey Crow Coffee: Ron Rivas
Devon Helman...........ccocoooeeieieei Zoom Tech and Marlene Colvin Money Counters: Donna Abbott
and Melinda LaPlant
Matt Harter ... Live Video Tech . rvBer 14
Ron Portin .....cccccoeveeenenne. Fold and collate bulletins ~ Liturgist: Vicki Long JANUARY 4
Creeter: Jennie Williams Liturgist: Beth Kissinger
Dan Purnell ........ccccccoovverrvnrnnnnne. Liturgist scheduling ~ Coffee: Ron Rivas

Marlene Colvin..... Schedule, train money counters

Debra Olson......cccccccevvveeven. Communion Steward

Money Counters: Sally Helman
and Chris Walvatne

DECEMBER 21
Liturgist: Kelly von Volkli
Coffee: Marlene Colvin

Money Counters: Donna Purnell
and Beth Kissinger

January 1
Liturgist: Ron Rivas
Greeter: Jennie Williams

January 18
Liturgist: Ron Portin

January 25
Liturgist: Benni Rogge

December 2025 & January 2026
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EVENTS & ANNOUNCEMENTS

MEDICAL KIT IN
ENTRY

Remember: we have a
full MEDICALKIT -
including FIRST AID SUPPLIES - in the
entry. Look for the label on the right
hand side of the big cabinet.

DIRECTORIES & UPDATES

If you happen to see directories at
church from 2021, it will be really helpful
if you will throw them in the recycle. We
found several old ones covering up new
ones. And when you pick one up for
yourself, be sure that it says “2025”.

There will be a new sheet with directory
updates on the same table as the new
directories. Be sure to pick one up so
you can contact folks when needed.

If you would like a PDF of the directory,
You will need to call or come in to the
office to request one. I'm sorry for the
inconvenience, but church directories
are targets of scammers and | need to
make sure it's a real Trinity person
requesting it, and that your email
account hasnt been hacked before
requesting it.

HOLIDAY SCHEDULES

There will be no Bible Study
December 22 & 29.

Wacky Wednesday will not meet
December 24 & 31.

Voice and Bell Choirs will not meet
Dec 24 - 31. We will resume on
January 6 & 7.

The office will be closed December
29 - January 2.

Handy Helper Mission

Do you need a hand with small projects
around the house?

7l

Handy Helper

Do you need a ride to an appointment?
Do you need clothing mended?
Do you need help in the yard?

Projects done lately: Install water heater, water garden while out of town,
change smoke detector batteries, install washing machine and dryer.

Handy Helpers does all of that and much more. Give us a call for help
or to be a helper. This work is done at no charge or you can make a
donation to the church.

Ted Olson (406-595-3585 NEW NUMBER)
Kevin O'Shea (203-917-0258)
DON'T MISS OUT ON THE J0OY OF SHARING WITH OTHERS

with either a speaker or craft project on the 3rd Saturday of the month.

New Schedule for the United Women in Faith Meetings
3rd Thursday of the month at 11:30AM for Pot-Luck lunch
with either a speaker or craft project
EXCEPT
December, March and June at when we will meet at 10AM for Brunch

ATTENTION PLEASE

For questions or suggestions please contact any of our board members:
Kathy O'Shea, President Chris Walvatne, Secretary
Margaret Engle, Vice President Zoe Ann Dudley, Treasurer

December 2025 & January 2026
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EVENTS & ANNOUNCEMENTS

YEAR-END DONATIONS

For your donation to count as a contribution for this year, please note these delivery dates:

- In Person - Physically received by the church by Dec. 31
- US Postal Service - Postmarked by Dec. 31
- Credit Card — Approved by the credit card issuer by Dec. 31

If you post-date a check for next year, please write a note on a post-it and attach to your check, or put it in an
envelope with a note - otherwise the money counters will deposit it that day.

Please start your process with enough time for late mail (this has gotten slower because of staffing problems)
computer glitches, snow days, etc. Thanks!

If you have questions, please contact the office.

FIDGET BASKET FOR CHRISTMAS CONCERT KIDS
Please make suggestions or donate small, quiet toys to help keep our younger guests comfortable during the concert. |think
we may want to assume that they will be small gifts for the children.

FOOD BANK COLLECTION

The Food Bank tells us that they're biggest need right now is protein, so in addition to any other food donations you would
like to make, we are emphasizing one type of protein each month (in “shelf-stable” or nonperishable containers) that we'll
deliver to the Food Bank. There is a basket near the new entry door to place your donations. December’s emphasis is for
PEANUT BUTTER. If you want to write a check, please make it out to TRINITY UMC and write ‘Food Bank’ in the memo.

WRITING CHECKS

When writing checks to charities, please make your checks out to 'Trinity UMC' and write the name of the charity in the
memo section.

AD COUNCIL

Ad Council's new schedule is the 2nd week of each month. We will meet on December 14th after worship.

SATURDAY OPEN HOUSE

Every Saturday, 9-12, our Sanctuary is open to the church and community for meditation, music and conversation. Please
join us! And invite your friends.

CLEAN TEAM

After leading the Clean Team for a number of months I'm handing the baton to Marlene. Our wonderful group has made an
impact on our church budget but we have also enjoyed coffee, treats and conversation after our cleaning is complete. We've
laughed, shared both funny and serious moments in Life and have created a safe place for us to connect with each other.

Thank You to our Team: * Ted and Sharon Wimer * Kathy O'Shea * Jennie Williams * Jan and Harvey Crow * Deb Olson * Ron
Portin * Zoe Ann Dudley * And Marlene and myself. Moving forward in God'’s beautiful space!

December 2025 & January 2026
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TRINITY TIMES

We do not publish a Trinity Times in January, so our next newsletter is FEBRUARY, so articles and photos need to be
received in the office by Monday, JANUARY 26, 10AM for our next publication. Please e-mail your articles and
photos to Lynn in the office at trinityumc@olympus.net. Thanks!

if-‘_ ‘Ié‘!

Vo
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IN OUR PRAYERS

remember these people and their families in your prayers: Steve
Please Abercrombie, Juanita Campbell, Zoe Ann Dudley, Emmett Engle, Steve
Freeman, Ray Grier, Clayton LaPlant, Roland & Fred Lesta, Beth Mackey & Stan Goddard,
Anita-Louise Marley, Danvelo Munderu, Kevin O'Shea, Tom Olson, Recovery Café, Tom
Reimer, Lisa Reynolds, Barb Sachi, Ron Stowell, Nikki Tsuchiya, Lisa Verschueren, Maura

Walsh’'s Mom and Stepdad, Pat & Clint Webb, and Wendy.

Please pray for healing and support for our Trinity family, friends, and family members.

Pray also for those who are lonely, grieving, in need, homeless or looking for work, and for peace in our world.

Also, remember in your prayers all those in the military, and pray for all in harm’s way and their families, as well as
those who have lost loved ones to war. Please pray for those innocents who have died and those affected by war

and violence throughout the world. =

BIBLE READINGS

Sunday, December 7
2nd Sunday of Advent
Isaiah 11:1-10

Psalm 72:1-7,18-19
Romans 15:4-13
Matthew 3:1-12

Sunday, December 14
3rd Sunday of Advent
Isaiah 35:1-10

Psalm 146:5-10

James 5:7-10
Matthew 11:2-11

Sunday, December 21
4th Sunday of Advent
Isaiah 7:10-16

Psalm 80:1-7,17-19
Romans 1:1-7
Matthew 1:18-25

December 2025 & January 2026

Wednesday, December 24
Christmas Eve

Isaiah 9:2-7

Psalm 96

Titus 2:11-14

Luke 2:1-20

Sunday, December 28

1st Sunday after Christmas
Isaiah 63:7-9

Psalm 148

Hebrews 2:10-18
Matthew 2:13-23

Sunday, January 4
Epiphany of the Lord
Jeremiah 31:7-14
Psalm 147:12-20
Ephesians 1:3-14
John 1:1-18

Sunday, January 11
Baptism of the Lord
Isaiah 42:1-9

Psalm 29

Acts 10:34-43
Matthew 3:13-17

Sunday, January 18

2nd Sunday after the Epiphany
Isaiah 49:1-7

Psalm 40:1-11

1 Corinthians 1:1-9

John 1:29-42

Sunday, January 25

3rd Sunday after the Epiphany
Isaiah 9:1-4

Psalm 27:1, 4-9

1 Corinthians 1:18-31

Matthew 5:13-20
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TRINITY LIFE AND COMMUNITY
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Trinity United Methodist Church
609 Taylor Street
Port Townsend, WA 98368

Rev. Tony Brown, Pastor
360-385-0484
trinityumc@olympus.net
www.trinityumcpt.org

Office Hours: Monday, Tuesday, &
Wednesday, 9am-noon.

Trinity Times is published by Trinity UMC.
Please email photos, articles, calendar
items, announcements, etc., to
trinityumc@olympus.net. See the
calendar for current deadline.

Editorial & layout: Lynn Zephryna. Photos in this issue were submitted by Pastor Tony, Ron Portin, Nancy

Proofreading: Melinda LaPlant. Assembly Stevens/Trinity Hiking Group, Austin Sparks, Lynn Zephryna, Melinda
and mailing: Jan & Harvey Crow. LaPlant
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