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PASTOR'S LOG

by Pastor Tony Brown

Jesus ate a lot. OR at least we read about him eating a 
lot.

Seriously though, read through the Gospels and count 
how many times he‘s eating. Dinner with Pharisees. 
Dinner with tax collectors. Breakfast on the beach. He 
even invited himself over to Zacchaeus‘s house. 
‛ Zacchaeus, hurry and come down, for I must stay at 
your house today.“ No RSVP. Just showed up hungry.

And after he was gone, the early church kept it going. 
Acts 2 says they ‛ broke bread at home and ate their food 
with glad and generous hearts.“ Not in a big hall. At 
home. Around somebody‘s kitchen table.

I think Jesus knew something we forget. You can sit next 
to someone in a pew for ten years and never really know 
them. But share one plate of lasagna and suddenly you 
know about their grandkids, their bad knee, and the 
time they got lost in Cleveland.

So about a month ago, we started having dinners at our 
new place in town.

Five people at a time. Nothing fancy. Good food, plenty 
of laughing, and usually a dog or two hoping someone 
drops something. Three dinners so far. Fifteen of you 
have come through my front door.

And friends, it‘s been one of the best parts of my month.

I‘ve heard stories I never would have heard on a Sunday 
morning. People who‘d been coming to Trinity for years 
met each other for the 8rst time. Really met. One night 
we stayed at the table and played a card game with the 
girls. Good times.

Here‘s the thing. Church isn‘t just a building we visit on 
Sundays. It‘s a family. And families eat together.

So I want you at my table.

Maybe you‘re new and don‘t know many people yet. 
Come. Maybe you‘ve been here forever and 8gure you 
already know everybody. Come anyway. I promise you‘ll 
be surprised. Maybe you‘ve got a question you‘ve always 
wanted to ask your pastor but never found the right 
moment. This is the moment. Bring it.

You don‘t need to bring anything else. Just yourself and 
an appetite.

On the road to Emmaus, two disciples walked for miles 
with Jesus and didn‘t recognize him. Then he sat down at 
their table and broke the bread. ‛ Then their eyes were 
opened.“

Something happens at a table. Come 8nd out what.

You can 8nd the sign up sheet on the table in the entry 
way or ask me if you can't locate it.

Hope to see you at dinner,
Pastor Tony  �

Give us a call for help or to be a helper. This work 
is done at no charge or you can make a donation 

to the church.

Contact Ted Olson (360-344-2945) or 
Kevin O‘Shea (203-733-1840)

Handy Helpers
"Fellowship with Repairs on the Side"

A sample of the work that we do:
Change smoke detector batteries, hard to reach 

light bulbs

Pruning, mulching, weeding, dump runs

Install safety bars, handrails

Fix leaky faucets, toilets

Water plants when you are out of town

Rides to doctor appointments, Candlelight 
Concerts, church

**Drink coffee with you**
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See Ron Portin for more information.

Join Us For 

Thanksgiving Dinner
Sunday, November 22 after worship

Thanks to Katy & Andy Taylor for stepping up to 
coordinate it this year!

LIMITED EDITION
HOLIDAY MARKET 

JUMBLE SALE
SATURDAY, 7 NOVEMBER

9am-2pm

Trinity United Methodist Church
609 Taylor Street, uptown Port Townend

SELECT COMPILATION OF UNIQUE, VINTAGE, 
HANDCRAFTED, HOME BAKED, ORNAMENTS, GIFTS, 

DECORATIONS CELEBRATING

AUTUMN
       THANKSGIVING

           CHRISTMAS
                                  NEW YEARS’
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This report covers the 8rst three quarters (January-
September) of the 2026 8scal year.  Our 8nancial 
position continues to be in solid shape.

As of September 30, our year-to-date income totaled 
$182,669, and our expenses were $181,223, which is 
relatively break-even considering that donations slowed 
down somewhat during the summer (a not unusual 
situation).  Our Operating Checking account narrowed to 
$10,358, which is about the same as we started with at 
the beginning of the year.  However, the good news is 
that the proceeds from the Rummage Sale 
(approximately $10,500+) had not yet been transferred 
to the checking account.  This was done in late October.

The committee is also pleased to announce that the 
process for the 2027 budget has begun.  I suppose the 

word "pleased" is a bit of an overstatement.  Oh, well.  
We will be gathering data for income and expenses in 
November and December to be able to generate a 
preliminary budget in January, 2027.  Then the hard work 
begins as we 8ne-tune the document for approval by the 
Church Council in early February.  Please be on the 
lookout in the November Sunday bulletins where you can 
8nd a paper for the 2027 Estimates of Giving (EOG).  At 
these times, your contributions are vitally necessary to 
support this lovely building and its ministry.

Respectfully submitted,
Paul Nebel �

[The above-mentioned (EOG) paper is also below.]

FINANCE COMMITTEE

AUTUMN REPORT

by Paul Nebel

My Trinity United Methodist Church
Estimate of Giving (EOG) for 2027

Name(s)

OTHER FUNDS (optional)

This section is SEPARATE from Estimate of 
Giving. Please do not put EOG info below.

If you'd like to pledge to a different fund in addition to 
the General Fund, you may enter your info below:

ESTIMATE OF GIVING (EOG)
I/we plan to give to the GENERAL / OPERATING FUND:

$ Please circle your option below.
weekly monthly quarterly one-time

Annual total: $

If one-time or quarterly, when can it be expected 
to reach Trinity? 

Please submit this form by November 29, 2026:
� in the offering plate
� use the form on our website: trinityumcpt.org under DONATE

If you do not receive a confirmation e-mail within 2 weeks of submitting your EOG, please contact the office.

� mail to Trinity UMC, 609 Taylor St, Port Townsend, WA 98368
� in the black Lock Box in old entry

My Trinity United Methodist Church
Estimate of Giving (EOG) for 2027

Name(s)

OTHER FUNDS (optional)

This section is SEPARATE from Estimate of 
Giving. Please do not put EOG info below.

If you'd like to pledge to a different fund in addition to 
the General Fund, you may enter your info below:

ESTIMATE OF GIVING (EOG)
I/we plan to give to the GENERAL / OPERATING FUND:

$ Please circle your option below.
weekly monthly quarterly one-time

Annual total: $

If one-time or quarterly, when can it be expected 
to reach Trinity? 

Please submit this form by November 29, 2026:
� in the offering plate
� use the form on our website: trinityumcpt.org under DONATE

If you do not receive a confirmation e-mail within 2 weeks of submitting your EOG, please contact the office.

� mail to Trinity UMC, 609 Taylor St, Port Townsend, WA 98368
� in the black Lock Box in old entry

---------------------------------------------------------------------------  cut here  ---------------------------------------------------------------------------
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LAITY SUNDAY. I MISSED IT!
by Kathy O'shea

Or did I? Laity Sunday, a day to recognize the work 
of all members of the church, can be every 
Sunday, or any day. We, the laity of the church, 

do ‛ our thing“ every day to bring God‘s love to people in 
so many places. Examples of ‛ our thing“ are wide and 
varied. Tony did an amazing job highlighting how every 
job around the church and every activity in our 
workplaces and the community are vital parts of Trinity‘s 
and the United Methodists‘ mission to love boldly, serve 
joyfully, and lead courageously.

In 1 Thessalonians 1:1-10, Paul says, ‛ We always thank 
God for all of you and continually mention you in our 
prayers. We remember before our God and Father your 
work produced by faith, your labor prompted by love, 
and your endurance inspired by hope in our Lord Jesus 
Christ“. Paul is thanking the community for acting on 

their faith by serving others generously, quietly and 
steadily. He reminds us that through our works others 
learn of the grace and love that is the foundation of 
being a child of God. 

Tony took my favorite song ‛ All God‘s Creature‘s Got a 
Place in the Choir“ to a new level with the personalized 
lyrics. This song is my reminder that people do di7erent 
things in di7erent ways and that all jobs are equally 
important. There would be no choir without everyone 
working together. There would be no church without 
each of you. 

I thank God that he created each unique person in this 
church. I thank each of you for the way you steadfastly 
live your faith with joy and love. 

Gratefully, Kathy  �

FALL BOOK DISCUSSION GROUP:
Focus is Books About 

Ethics, Society and Justice

Tuesdays, 6:30 pm, in the Conference 
Room

Our next book is:

Building Beloved Community
Building Beloved Community, a call to action from the 

United Methodist Council of Bishops, equips readers with 
theological insight, practical strategies, and inspiring global 

stories to resist division and foster connection. Rooted in 
Wesleyan theology, this resource guides readers in 

navigating tough conversations, creating safe spaces, 
engaging in compassionate action, and building networks 
of solidarity. Building Beloved Community underscores the 

urgent need for social healing and the church's role in 
building just, grace-filled communities. 

Books available from Kathy O’Shea.

Join us anytime!
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Michael Carroll
An Evening of Classical Piano 

In-Person, Online & On the Air

CANDLELIGHT CONCERT

Thursday, November 19
by Beth Kissinger

T rinity United Methodist‘s Candlelight Concerts host 
Michael Carroll, a classical pianist, who will be 

performing at the Candlelight Concert series at Trinity 
United Methodist Church on Thursday, November 
19th at 7:00 PM for one set with no intermission.  This 
will be a live concert with doors opening at 6:30 PM.  

The performance will also be streamed live at https://
trinityumcpt.org/concerts where you will 8nd a link for 
the Candlelight Concerts Online and ways to donate.  The 
concert will also be simulcast on KPTZ FM 91.9.  

Admission to the concert is free (really!), with a 
suggested donation $15 per person. You are most 
welcome to attend whether you choose to donate or not.  
Half of the proceeds from this concert will go to Carroll‘s 
chosen charity, Habitat for Humanity, whose mission is 
to ‛ Seeking to put God‘s love into action, Habitat for 
Humanity brings people together to build homes, 
communities and hope.“

Carroll‘s concert program will include musical selections 
drawn from the heart of the classical repertoire: Bach, 
Mozart, Brahms, Chopin and Schubert, 8nishing with 
some Americana courtesy of Aaron Copland and Scott 
Joplin.

Pianist Michael Carroll began piano study at age eight 
and studied with, most notably, Robert Van Meter at 
Clarion State College in Pennsylvania. Since moving to 
Seattle in 1990, he has played numerous recitals and 
chamber music performances and has soloed in 
concertos by Haydn, Mozart, Poulenc, Bartok and Grieg. 
An experienced choral and vocal accompanist, he has 
performed with many Paci8c Northwest ensembles and 
soloists and for ten years was the sta7 pianist and 
program annotator for Seattle‘s Thalia Symphony 
Orchestra. He is currently co-director of the Port 

Townsend Symphony Orchestra Chamber Music Series. 
He lives and teaches in Port Ludlow.

Trinity United Methodist Church is located at 609 Taylor 
Street, across from the Community Center, in Uptown.  
Attendees should plan on arriving early ỳ doors will open 
at 6:30. Masks are encouraged for in-person attendees.  
�

https://trinityumcpt.org/concerts
https://trinityumcpt.org/concerts
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Candlelight Concert Line-Up & Charities
Thursday, November 19

Michael Carroll
Classical Pianist

Thursday, December 17
Terry Reitz

Christmas Organ Music

Thursday, January 28, 2027
Quimper's Watch

Thursday, February 25, 2027
Thomas Blomster

Our Candlelight Concerts have raised 
donations for these charities:

OlyCap
Food Bank

Dove House
Gatheringplace

Bayside Housing
Olympic Neighbors

Habitat for Humanity
Community Boat Project

The Clemente Course in the Humanities 
Wild Rose Chorale Scholarships

Friends of Public Health
Food Bank Growers
St Vincent de Paul

Jumping Mouse
Olympic Angels
Recovery Café

YEA Music!
JCIRA
NAMI

Jonathan Bakin
Jill Buhler-Rienstra
Juanita Campbell
Zoe Ann Dudley
Emmett Engle
Steve Freeman
Stephen Gitonga
Stan Goddard
Ray Grier
Beth Hawley
James, Clayton LaPlant
Roland & Fred Lesta

Melinda Lowe
Anita-Louise Marley
Melissa & Julie
Danvelo Munderu
Tom Olson
Donna Purnell
Recovery Café
Tom Reimer
Bette Seabury
Ron Stowell
Trinity Kenya Fish Farm
Lisa Verschueren

Maura Walsch‘s Mom 
and Stepdad
Pat Webb

Please pray for healing 
and support for our 
Trinity family, friends, 
and family members. 

Pray also for those who 
are lonely, grieving, in 
need, homeless or 
looking for work, and for 
peace in our world. 

Also, remember in your 
prayers all those in the 
military, and pray for all 
in harm‘s way and their 
families, as well as those 
who have lost loved ones 
to war. Please pray for 
those innocents who 
have died and those 
a7ected by war and 
violence throughout the 
world. �

In Our Prayers
Please remember these people and their families in your prayers:
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UNITED WOMEN IN FAITH

by Chris Walvatne

Appreciation
At our last meeting Margaret shared new 2027 
bookmarks with our schedule of events. Thanks go to 
Kathy, Lynn and Ron who helped to make them. Thanks 
to Deb Olsen, who acquired the felt to make the 
Christmas stockings we created for Dove House, and to 
all those who cut, sewed, and decorated them.

Jumble Sale
The Holiday Jumble Sale is happening Saturday, 
November 7. Jennie shared sign-up sheets for setting up 
shifts.

Future Meetings

‡ November 19 Luncheon, 11:30am: Michael 
McCutcheon will join us and share about ‛ Reach-

Out“ and how the organization provides meals 
and support for members of our community. 

‡ December 19 Brunch, 10am: 'Yankee Swap'.! 
Margaret demonstrated the game using three 
door prizes drawn that subsequently were shifted 
around.

‡ January 21, 11:30am: TBD

‡ February 20 Brunch, 10am: Dave Codier will 
present a second part of Emergency 
Preparedness.

‡ Also being planned is a program on Free Little 
Pantries.  �



November 2026 9

What is the name/ category of the bulletin board where you will find 
the announcement about Read to Rover?

In whose memory is the “Seagull” stained glass window?

Where will you find the quote? “Wonder-take pause and drink in the 
beauty of Life”

What year was the Brock Rock dedicated?
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TRINITY RACIAL JUSTICE GROUP

submitted by Margaret Engle

United Methodist Organizations Welcome Court Ruling, 
Reaffirm Commitment to Immigrant Communities

October 23, 2026

WASHINGTON, D.C. –  We, the undersigned 
organizations of The United Methodist Church, welcome 
the October 20 ruling by the U.S. Court of Appeals for the 
District of Columbia Circuit allowing our legal challenge 
to the Department of Homeland Security's decision to 
rescind its sensitive locations policy, including 
protections for places of worship, to move forward.

This ruling marks an important step in our continued 
e7orts to protect the rights and dignity of immigrant 
communities and uphold the sacred role of churches as 
places of worship and belonging.

Our participation in this legal action is rooted in our 
shared United Methodist faith and our commitment to 
the sacred worth of every person. Scripture calls us to 
love our neighbors and welcome the stranger, reminding 
us that in welcoming others, we welcome Christ 
(Leviticus 19:33ỳ34; Matthew 25:35).

The United Methodist Church's Social Principles aff rm 
"the dignity, worth and rights of migrants, immigrants, 
and refugees, including displaced and stateless people" 
(The Book of Discipline of The United Methodist Church, 
2020/2024, ¶ 163, "Migrants, Immigrants and Refugees"). 
These teachings call us beyond hospitality to stand 
alongside those experiencing discrimination and 
injustice.

Immigrants are an integral part of our churches and 
communities. They serve as pastors and lay leaders, and 
they are our families and neighbors. Their faith and 
contributions enrich the life of The United Methodist 
Church. When the threat of immigration enforcement 
creates fear around attending worship or seeking 
pastoral care, it undermines the ability of faith 
communities to live out their calling.

Our Wesleyan tradition calls us to do no harm, do good, 
and stay in love with God. These commitments compel 
us to stand against racism and xenophobia while 
accompanying immigrant communities. They also call us 
to advocate for the freedom of all people to worship and 
gather without fear.

In its ruling, the appeals court recognized that the 
plainti7s demonstrated a credible threat of immigration 
enforcement at or near their places of worship suff cient 
to establish legal standing. The court reversed the district 
court's earlier denial of a preliminary injunction and 
returned the case for further proceedings. While this is 
an important legal victory, the ruling does not itself 
restore the previous sensitive locations policy or prohibit 
immigration enforcement at places of worship.

We are grateful for the work of our legal partners and the 
many faith communities standing together in this e7ort. 
We call on United Methodists across the connection to 
continue standing in solidarity with immigrant 
communities through prayer, accompaniment, and 
meaningful action. Our commitment to justice must 
extend beyond words and be re9ected in how we care 
for one another, especially those facing uncertainty and 
systemic injustice.

Together, we reaff rm our commitment to a church and 
society where every person is treated with dignity, every 
community experiences belonging, and all people can 
gather in faith without fear.

Issued jointly by:

    General Commission on Religion and Race

    New York Conference

    North Georgia Conference

    Western North Carolina Conference  �

November 
Celebrations

NOVEMBER Birthdays
2 Kali Thompson
7 Kyle McCartt
15 Kevin O‘Shea
19 Adam Stillwell
20 Stan Goddard
28 Bill Brock

NOVEMBER 
Anniversaries
12 Zoe Ann and Harry 
Dudley
23 Scott and Teresa 
Rosekrans



November 2026 11

Events & Announcements

Hearing Enhancement Technology is 
Available
Hearing enhancement technology is available. 
We have a Hearing Loop System that works in 
the main sanctuary (not the balcony or side 
room). Hearing loop systems transmit sound 
from a microphone directly into listeners‘ 
hearing aids or cochlear implants, free from 
ambient or background noise. You may need 
to ask your provider if your hearing aid has a 
'telecoil' or 't-coil', and have them program or 
activate it for you. 

Food Bank
Food Bank. Every Sunday is Food Bank Sunday. 
There is a basket in the foyer for your food 
donations. Please get pull-tab cans when 
possible because some folks are camping and 
don't have can openers. If you want to write a 
check, please make it out to TRINITY UMC and 
write ‗Food Bank‘ in the memo and place in the 
o7ering plate. In addition to your other food 
donations, Trinity‘s suggestion for:

… November is Chicken
• December is Peanut Butter

Contact Info for Announcements
If you want to contact anyone listed below in the announcements and don‘t have a directory, you are 

welcome to contact the off ce for contact information - just reply to this email.

Flu Season
It is now 9u season. Please do not come to activities, if 
you have any symptoms or are feeling poorly - let's 
protect each other from getting ill. Thank you! 

Beth Mackey
In case you haven‘t heard, our Beth Mackey passed 
away on October 6th. We will hold her memorial 
service at Trinity on Saturday, December 5th at 2pm.

Name Tags
To help us learn each other‘s names, we're 
asking everyone to wear their name tags on the 
last Sunday of each month (next Sunday). 
There will be paper name tags available in 
addition to our printed ones.

MEDICAL KIT IN ENTRY
Remember: we have a full MEDICAL KIT 
- including FIRST AID SUPPLIES - in the 
entry. Look for the label on the right 
hand side of the big cabinet.

Trinity Times Deadlines
TUESDAY, NOV 24 is the 'soft' (preferred) deadline for 
articles and photos to be received for the next 
newsletter. The absolute latest is Monday, Nov 30 at 
noon. Please e-mail your items to Lynn in the off ce at 
trinityumc@olympus.net. Thanks!

Our Exercise group is still at it! We regularly have 
10-12 people and there is room for more.
Join us in the Fellowship Hall on Mondays, at 11am 
for a DVD-guided, gentle stretching to increase 
mobility as well as strength and endurance 
exercises. These exercises can even be done 
while seated. 
For more information, contact Thomas.

Take Control With

EXERCISE
Based on a program developed 

by the Arthritis Foundation

Enjoy the bene8ts of being physically active 
without adding strain to your joints with 
Take Control With Exercise. This upbeat 60-
minute 8tness DVD allows you to create a 
customizable exercise program proven to 
relieve pain, boost energy and improve 
your overall health.
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Organ Tech ...............................................Ron Portin

Sound, Tech, Musician ............................John Miller

Zoom Tech ........................................ Devon Helman

Live Video Tech ......................................Matt Harter

Fold and collate bulletins .......................Ron Portin

Liturgist scheduling ............................ Kathy O'Shea

Schedule & train money counters ........................... 
 ............................................................ Marlene Colvin

Communion Steward .......................... Debra Olson

Sunday Worship Volunteers

November 1
Liturgist:  Kathy O'Shea
Greeters: Sheila Burrell, Georgia Thomatos
Collection Plate:  Paul Nebel, Bette Seabury
Money Counters: Melinda LaPlant, Sheila Burrell

November 8
Liturgist: Janice Parks
Greeters:  Jennie Williams, Bette Seabury
Collection Plate:  Paul Nebel, Bette Seabury
Money Counters:  Sally Helman, Harvey Crow

November 15
Liturgist:  Sally Helman
Greeters:  Vicki Long, Ted Olson

Collection Plate:  Paul Nebel
Money Counters:  Beth Kissinger, Chris Walvatne

November 22
Liturgist: Bill Brock
Greeters:  Ross Mayeda, Kevin O'Shea
Collection Plate:  Paul Nebel, Bette Seabury
Money Counters:  Marlene Colvin, Melinda LaPlant

November 29
Liturgist:  Ron Portin
Greeters:  Georgia Thomatos
Collection Plate:  Paul Nebel, Bette Seabury
Money Counters:  Donna Abbott, Marlene Colvin

Kitchen Crew for November: Georgia Thomatos, Ted and Sharon Wimer

Bible Readings
Sunday, November 1
23rd Sunday After Pentecost
Joshua 3:7-17
Psalm 107:1-7, 33-37
1 Thessalonians 2:9-13
Matthew 23:1-12 

Sunday, November 8
24th Sunday After Pentecost
Joshua 24:1-3a, 14-25
Psalm 78:1-7
1 Thessalonians 4:13-18
Matthew 25:1-13 

Sunday, November 15
25th Sunday After Pentecost
Judges 4:1-7
Psalm 123
1 Thessalonians 5:1-11
Matthew 25:14-30 

Sunday, November 22
26th Sunday After Pentecost
Ezekiel 34:11-16, 20-24
Psalm 100
Ephesians 1:15-23
Matthew 25:31-46 

Sunday, November 29
1st Sunday of Advent
Isaiah 64:1-9
Psalm 80:1-7, 17-19
1 Corinthians 1:3-9
Mark 13:24-37 



Our library has moved downstairs.
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Trinity Life & Community
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