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SPOTLIGHT ON: GEORGIA THOMATOS

St. Constantine's name day falls
on May 21 and in 1965, my mom
planned a big party for my Dad
Kosta’s name day and promptly
told the doctor that she could not
have a baby that day when the wise
doctor told her, ‘| don't know what
plans you have for today lady, but
you are having a baby". There was a
double celebration that day as that
is my birthday!

I lived my entire childhood in
Sacramento, CA as an exuberantly
happy child with a younger sister as
a constant playmate. In 4th grade,
we moved from the Greek
Orthodox Church to the Free
Methodist Church as my parents
wanted to study the Bible and that
was frowned upon by their priest.

I became involved in missions and
went to Zimbabwe and Malawi
between myJr. and Sr. years of high
school for 3 months, staying with
two medical doctors from India. |
was allowed to help in surgery, pull
teeth, and delivered my {irst baby! |
loved learning and knew by age 5

that | wanted to be a doctor, but
that trip solidified that dream.

| pursued my undergrad education
at UCDavis. Thinking I'd be a
missionary doctor, | attended
Western Evangelical Seminary (now
George Fox University) and
received a Masters in Missions
before heading to Cincinnati for
medical school-they let us loose on
the hospital wards 2 weeks after
arriving and | learned best by
doing.

After a 3 year residency in Merced,
CA, | moved to Sonora, CA for 29
years, practicing for 8 years with a
hospital doing rural birth to death
medicine and then switching to
work at a men'’s prison for 17 years
because | decided to become a
single mother by choice-Joy being
my delightful daughter!

I was able to retire at the ripe age of
55 partly because | hated the
micro-management that started
towards the end of my prison stay
and partly because | had 4 major
surgeries and needed one more
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that left me using forearm crutches
to this day if | walk farther than a
few blocks.

| love to travel and volunteer and
have been to Zimbabwe, Malawi,
Mexico, Honduras, Rwanda, Papua
New Guinea, Ecuador x 2, Tanzania
and Uganda x 2 on medical mission
trips and traveled for fun to
Europe, Kenya and Australia.

After retiring, | became very con
involved in starting a new church
and was on the teaching team for
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PasTor's LoG

Dear Church,

[ am writing to you as I prepare to
leave Meru, Kenya, where I have
spent the last three weeks doing
some of the most meaningful work
of my ministry - and some of the
most important work of my life.

You gave me this time. I want you to
know what you gave it for.

When I arrived here, I came not only
to serve but to 8nd healing and rest.
I learned things here that will stay
with me and that have helped me in
my ongoing faith journey in ways I
could not have anticipated.

Here is what happened.

I spent my days at the Methodist
Treatment and Rehabilitation Center
in Meru, sitting in group therapy with
thirty Kenyan men in recovery,
eating meals with them instead of
the sta7 room they o7ered me,
playing chess with bottle caps and
cement and rocks collected by four
children who brought me four
hundred of them for one shilling
each. Itaught the men a game I know
that now has a Kenyan name -
Kamuchezo. I spoke to them about
my own story, and several of them
came to me afterward and said they
could identify.

Iidenti8ed with them too.

by Pastor Tony Brown

Trinity has three 8sh ponds in this
region - ponds your generosity
helped build. I visited them. There's
been a drought, and the water was
low, and we paid to have a water
truck come pump fresh water in
because I could not stand to watch
something we built together fail for
lack of one hundred dollars. They
pulled cat8sh from those ponds with
burlap nets and sent me home with
two of them, which I cooked for
dinner that night. Trinity fed me in
Kenya in a way none of us planned.

I used money donated by some of
you to purchase many books to start
a library at the rehab center for the
clients. I've also begun to develop
and implement a plan to allow
residents from the USA and the UK
to travel to Kenya to receive
treatment from alcohol and drug
addiction at the Methodist Rehab
and Treatment center. This will not
only provide ayordable treatment
for those who do not have the
money for it in the USA and UK, but
it will bring in lots of needed funds
for the center.

Iwalked three miles into town with a
nine-year-old boy whose father left
when he was two, and I told him that
my father wasn't around either. I
brought him a laptop donated by

someone. [ set up his Gmail account
and taught him to type with games.
We paid 8ve hundred shillings
($3.50) for him to ride an ingatable
slide as many times as he wanted.
We bought Scrabble and watercolors
and a strawberry cake for the
children at the farm where his
mother works - a farm that Trinity
also helped support last year.

I met a man named Nelson who is
doing underground LGBTQ+
advocacy work in Meru County at a
considerable personal risk, providing
support groups, legal advocacy, and
community for people who have no
legal protection for who they are. I
spent a day with him and came
home changed in ways I am still
processing.

I met a man named Mwenda - my
given Kenyan name, the name
tattooed on my arm, the name you
have heard me speak from the pulpit
- who stood up at a family day
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celebration and said he had been
born again twice. Once through faith
in God. The second time through
freedom from addiction. There was a
cake. It said Happy Re-Birth. I sat in
the back of the room and thanked
God.

I also had my own personal sessions
with Dr. Monica, head of clinical
psychology at Kenya Methodist
University. I rode a bike through the
streets of Meru. Iwalked four miles a
day. I ate organic food and drank
fresh-squeezed juice and sat on the
biointensive farm in the red clay soil
that looks exactly like the hills of East
Tennessee where I grew up, reading
my books, watching the weaver birds
build their impossible nests in the
thorn trees.

[ also recognized that we as a church
have been answering the call by our
Bishop to 8ght the e7ects of racism
in our world. Sadly, the lasting
e7ects of white colonialism and
racism are so evident everywhere
you look in Kenya. Additionally the
cuts to USAID are literally allowing
people to die in Kenya. I've seen it
8rsthand. I'm proud of our church
for doing something about this and
responding to the call to end racism
in our world by supporting and
working alongside our Kenyan family
as they lead the work of bringing
wholeness and justice to their
communities. They may not be
Americans, but they are our family.

I leave Kenya changed. Clear.
Present. Grateful in the quiet,
cellular way that doesnt need to
announce itself.

You gave me this time. You allowed
me to go. You prayed for me, and I
felt it.

I am coming home your pastor. But I
am also coming home as a better,
renewed, and refreshed pastor who
has much to share with you that I've
learned and experienced.
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Thank you for being Trinity. Thank
you for being the kind of church that
makes room - for the thirty men in
recovery, for the boy, for Nelson, for
Mwenda, and for your pastor who
needed to come to Africa alone to
more fully discover God's love and
grace in his life.

I've missed you all and look forward
to seeing you soon.

With love and gratitude from Meru,
Pastor Tony ®
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The Extraordinary Rummag Sale

Pre-sale note:

It has been determined that we have enough 'stu7' to
furnish a home, or two. Quite right. With special thanks
to the Purnells for their over the top donations, this Sale
must be labeled Extraordinary.

Labeling is one of the endless tasks, a bit more to be
done before opening the Sale to those chomping-at-
entrances-hordes, that challenged the crew this year.
The simple volume of the donations was overwhelming.
Contemplate the vision of a controlled 8re as a means to
reduce the gamlutsh into smaller, less terrifying piles.
Perhaps an exercise for 8repersons in training'.

As if the ordinary sorting, cleaning, pricing, scrubbing,
moving, dusting, pick-ups, washing, other minutia were
not enough...the plumbing decided to join in the fun.
One the hottest day of the Summer, in midst of quiet
chaos, the drains backed up. Once again. And once again
the true heros, our beloved Handy Helpers, caused the
issue to be mended - all within the same day. They are
amazing.

If we were to list all the people who should be recognized
as super special, this note would stretch into next month.
A few: Debra, who decorated the Narthex, Bette did up

the Holiday display table, Kathy, always everywhere,
Marlene, the rock who rocked...you get the thoughts...

What a week this has been. What a wonderful,
exhausting, exciting, interesting week. What wonderful,
exhausted, exciting interesting people you are. Blessings
one each and everyone of you who made this such an
EXTRAORDINARY SALE...let the Sale begin.

Post-sale note:

If you are one of the most unfortunate people who
missed being involved in the Extraordinary Sale, you
have our sincerest sympathy. Teddy (W) shared what
shall become one of my treasured memories from this
event. He said,",, this is the most fun I've had in a very
long time". We have laughed, learned more about each
other, made new friends from old acquaintances, added
bunions to existing bunions, had lots of really good
treats, and shared lunches in the Garden. Not to rub it
in...but then again...'course we're really glad it is over..
.except for the tidy up... We have so much Unity on our
Community. Ararity in out fractured world. Blessings to
you all. m

More photos in our Trinity Community pages in back.
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ENERGY STRATEGY
TEAM
by David Engle, EST Chair

Energy Team Goals:
¥ Eliminate all fossil fuel consumption
¥ Maximize eff cient use of electricity

¥ Minimize dependence on grid
electricity

Energy Team Activities
¥ TUMC Facility Energy Study: Complete

¥ Convert water/building heating from
fossil fuel to electric: In Progress

¥ Improve eff cient use of electricity
(several small projects): In Progress

¥ Develop a phased plan for a scalable
solar system: In Progress

¥ Install Phase I Solar: Near Future
(2026 or 2027)

These goals and activities are actively moving
us towards zero carbon emissions (PNW
District Goal) and onsite electrical generation
(TUMC Goal). This electrical generation
capability (solar) will allow us to become a
community resilience center during grid
failures. Developing a phased solar array/
battery system is the big leap for our church
and we are just in the initial exploration stages
with contractors and 8eld experts.

We'll keep you updated on those projects as
they become more de8ned and speci8c.
Mostly, we wanted to assure you that we are
charting an energy future that helps us serve
our own purposes, meets our energy goals,
while becoming an asset to the community in
times of need. In these uncertain times of
economic, political and technological changes,
the most prudent and faithful course would
seem to be towards greater energy
independence and serving the community
God has placed us within! =
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Saturday, November 29 - Decorating <
the church for Christmas. We need "~
someone to be in charge of

coordinating this.

See Marlene for Details.

L 0oKING AHEAD

Sunday, November 22 is our Thanksgiving Dinner.
We need someone to be in charge of
coordinating the dinner this year. Can you take
over this project?

Spotlight continued from page 1

Sunday mornings and organized service projects every 6 weeks
in the community as the church literally Closed for Service. I
also volunteered 2-3 days a week with a shower bus ministry

for the homeless.

After retirement, I looked for a cooler place to live and fell in
love with Port Townsend. Besides my involvement here at
Trinity, I volunteer at the local Food Bank and at the General

Store at Community UMC.

One never knows what life will bring, but that's part of the
adventure. I can see God's presence with me throughout life,
even though at times I doubted, but being honest about that
has been freeing. Itruly love serving alongside all of you! ®

Bible Readings

September 6

15 Sunday after Pentecost
Exodus 12:1-14

Psalm 149

Romans 13:8-14

Matthew 18:15-20

September 13

16th Sunday after Pentecost
Exodus 14:19-31

Psalm 114

Romans 14:1-12

Matthew 18:21-35

September 20

17th Sunday after Pentecost
Exodus 16:2-15

Psalm 105:1-6, 37-45
Philippians 1:21-30
Matthew 20:1-16

September 27

18th Sunday after Pentecost
Exodus 17:1-7

Psalm 78:1-4, 12-16
Philippians 2:1-13

Matthew 21:23-32



CANDLELIGHT CONCERT

Thursday, September 24
by Beth Kissinger

Crie Kosarol

In-Person, Online & On the Air

Trinity United Methodist's Candlelight Concerts host
Eric Kosarot, a local guitarist/banjo musician who will be
performing his original compositions at the Candlelight
Concert series at Trinity United Methodist Church on
Thursday, September 24th at 7:00 PM for one set with no
intermission.

The performance will also be streamed live at https://
trinityumcpt.org/concerts where you will 8nd a link for
the Candlelight Concerts Online and ways to donate. The
concert will also be simulcast on KPTZ FM 91.9.

Admission to the concert is free (really!), with a
suggested donation $15 per person. You are most
welcome to attend whether you choose to donate or not.
Half of the proceeds from this concert will go to Kosarot's
chosen charity, The Dove House, whose mission is to
‘empower victims of crime and abuse in Je7erson County
through education, advocacy, and crisis intervention.”

For this concert, Kosarot will be playing his original songs
on guitar, harmonica, banjo and 8ddle. The songs will
range from traditional old-time tunes to Sea-Shanties
and Gospel music. In addition, he will be reading from a

Last Month's
Concert with

Buzz
RogowskKi

collection of original
nature poems

Kosarot was raised
in a musical family.
As a little boy, his
father played guitar
as his son fell sleep
and his mom took
him to church
where they sang hymns and gospels together. Kosarot
started learning to play piano at age 12 and then in high
school learned to play the guitar, tenor saxophone and
jazz band guitar. From high school on, he's been involved
in many bands and more recently in various old-time jam
groups hosted at homes, venues, and festivals around
the Paci8c Northwest.

Trinity United Methodist Church is located at 609 Taylor
Street, across from the Community Center, in Uptown.
Attendees should plan on arriving early y doors will open
at 6:30. Masks are encouraged for in-person attendees.
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Candlelight Concert Line-Up & Charities

Thursday, September 24
Eric Kosorot

Thursday, October 22
Joe Euro
Classical/Neo-classical Guitarist

Thursday, November 19
Michael Carroll
Classical Pianist

Thursday, December 17
Terry Reitz
Christmas Organ Music

Our Candlelight Concerts have raised
donations for these charities:

OlyCap
Food Bank
Dove House

Gatheringplace

Bayside Housing
Olympic Neighbors
Habitat for Humanity

Community Boat Project

The Clemente Course in the Humanities
Wild Rose Chorale Scholarships
Friends of Public Health
Food Bank Growers
St Vincent de Paul
Jumping Mouse
Olympic Angels
Recovery Café
YEA Music!
JCIRA
NAMI

September Celebrations

Birthdays
1 Shirley Rivas

3 Rejeana Drewry

3 EricIncoy

7 John Sabol

9 Don Edgar

11 Beth Mackey

12 Shannon Callahan
18 Donette Kimball
20 Jackie Driver

20 Jenny Pack

September 2026

21 Katie Finedell
24 Zoe Ann Dudley
28 Keith Dyson

Anniversaries

1 Stan Goddard and Beth
Mackey, 2001

1 Rebecca and Jeff Krida

12 Erik and Katie Allen, 2015

18 Kevin and Kathy O’Shea


https://trinityumcpt.org/concerts
https://trinityumcpt.org/concerts

FINANCE COMMITTEE
SUMMER REPORT
by Paul Nebel

This report covers the first seven
months of our fiscal year (January-july,
2026) plus the Rummage Sale that took
place on August 21 and 22.

Our overall 8nancial position is in a
relatively healthy position with 8ve
months to go in this calendar year. On the
income side, we have accumulated
$153,089 as compared to the budget of
$134,883 (plus 13.5% over budget through
July 31). Our expenses are slightly over
budget (+5.3%) of $143,341 versus the
budget of $136,341 for the same period.
Our Operating Checking account, which is
used to pay our everyday expenses,
stands at $18,524. As an aside, we average
monthly expenses at $19,137.

Now a few words about our amazing
Rummage Sale. As of this writing, we have
received proceeds of $9,871.09, which is
more than twice what we collected last
year. A debt of gratitude to Jennie Williams
and her many assistants to make it all
happen. Also kudos to Kevin O'Shea and
his Handy Helpers for dealing with not one
but two sewer line blockages ahead of the
sale. Note the pile of concrete pieces
stacked along the driveway between the
Fellowship Hall and the rental apartments.
These (the concrete blocks) are free for
everyone who wants them. All you need is
transportation.

On a personal note, I have had about as
much fun as I can stand. After submitting
this report, I am packing up and heading
for the White Mountains of Arizona near
the New Mexico border to meet up with
my high school mates for a week. The
friendship has lasted for 70 years.

Respectfully submitted,
Paul Nebel =

NOTES FROM THE ORGAN
BENCH
by Terry Reitz

Here comes autumn, but what a wonderful summer I have
had with the Summer Choir. I hope they enjoyed the tunes, crazy
warmups and rehearsals as much as I did. Iam so grateful for the
singers who gave up summer evenings to rehearse and
especially Cheryl who has eyes in back of her head to catch a
clumsy downbeat. You all made this a blessed season for me.

Moving into September we will begin planning and rehearsing
for our annual Chrismas concert. This year I would like to focus
on Christmas for the children and the child in all of us. Please
share your favorite childhood music, songs, and presents with
me. Concert is planned for the Sunday before the holiday -
December 20th - time of day TBD.

In our regular services listen for a few of the Mozart organ
preludes - there were very few, but they are light of heart and
interesting. Also Palestrina and Bach favorites and a couple of
duets with Sarah Heiner and her magical cello. I remain deeply
grateful for your wholehearted singing on Sunday mornings and
your generous support for the Trinity Music Program.

Blessings
Terry Reitz &

FroMm DAN & DoONNA PURNELL

(In case you didn't see it elsewhere.)

On behalf of both Dan and I we thank you for today's
celebration. So many memories of our years here in the
PNW but specially our time with our Trinity Family. Our
meal after church was a true regection of lunch in the

South- barbecue, grits, slaw, beans, potato salad and
sweet tea. Hush puppies and Mac and Cheese were the
only things missing! And the cake was a true regection of
who we are as a church family and how far we have come
in the twenty years we have been a part of this
extraordinary congregation.

So much we will miss- the people most of all!

Blessings,
Donna and Dan
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Events & Announcements

Trinity Times Deadlines
TUESDAY, SEPT 22 is the 'soft' (preferred)

deadline for articles and photos to be recieved

for the next newsletter. The absolute latest is
Monday, Sept 28 at noon. Please e-mail your
items to Lynn in the off ce at
trinityumc@olympus.net. Thanks!

Saturday Open House

Every Saturday, 9-12, our Sanctuary is open to
the church and community for meditation,
music and conversation. Please join us! And
invite your friends.

Large Print Bulletins

We have a few Large Print bulletins available.
You may ask the Greeter for one when you
enter the church on Sundays.
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" INVITATION
To All Women

to the
OPENING POTLUCK LUNCHEON
OF THE UWF* '26-'27 SEASON

TRINITY UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
FELLOWSHIP HALL
609 Taylor Street

Thursday, 17 September at 11:30 AM

In addition to your sharing dish, please bring
your ideas for programs/events/outings(?), etfc,,
and your calendar to keep all this stuff sorted.

*United Women in Faith
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Contact Info for Announcements

If you want to contact anyone listed below in the
announcements and don't have a directory, you are
welcome to contact the office for contact information -
just reply to this email.

Habitat for Humanity Potluck Dinners at
TUMC

Join Marlene and Kathy help host dinners for the
Caravanners - volunteers who travel in their camper
helping build Habitat Homes in our community and all
over the country. A great way to meet new and future
Habitat homeowners, construction volunteers and
staff. (Contact Marlene or Kathy if you plan to attend -
dinners are occasionally canceled.)

Come to any or all:
Tuesdays at 6pm on Sept 22 and Oct 13

A great way to support one of TUMCs missions!!

Dove House Collection

Trinity United Women in Faith is Collecting Personal
Hygiene Products for Dove House Advocacy Services
Items needed: Full size, new, basic hygiene products
such as shampoo, conditioner, body lotion,
toothpaste, toothbrushes, dental goss, and especially
tampons and panty-liners.

The Collection Box is in the Fellowship Hall.
Thank youl!

Hearing Enhancement Technology is
Available

Hearing enhancement technology is available. We
have a Hearing Loop System that works in the main
sanctuary (not the balcony or side room). Hearing
loop systems transmit sound from a microphone
directly into listeners’ hearing aids or cochlear
implants, free from ambient or background noise. You
may need to ask your provider if your hearing aid has
a 'telecoil' or 't-coil', and have them program or
activate it for you.



Sunday Worship Volunteers

OrganTeCh....cccooeeiiiiiiiiiiiii, Ron Portin
Sound, Tech, Musician ..................... John Miller
Zoom TeCh......cccouvviiiiiiiiiiiiiie, Devon Helman
Live Video TeCh ..........eeeiiiiiiinnnn. Matt Harter

Kitchen Crew for September:
Rebecca Glerum, Cheryl Dyson

September 6

Liturgist: Sarah Heiner

Greeters: Marlene Colvin, Georgia Thomatos
Collection Plate: Paul Nebel, Bette Seabury

Money Counters: Chris Walvatne, Marlene
Colvin

September 13

Liturgist: Kelly von Volkli

Greeters: Jennie Williams

Collection Plate: Paul Nebel, Zoe Ann Dudley

Money Counters: Sally Helman, Thomas
Blomster

Fold and collate bulletins.................. Ron Portin
Liturgist scheduling...................... Kathy O'Shea
Schedule, train money counters Marlene Colvin

Communion Steward............c......... Debra Olson

September 20

Liturgist: Paul Nebel

Greeters: Vicki Long

Collection Plate: Paul Nebel, Zoe Ann Dudley
Money Counters: Harvey Crow, Beth Kissinger

September 27

Liturgist: Mary Hedberg

Greeters: Georgia Thomatos

Collection Plate: Paul Nebel, Zoe Ann Dudley

Money Counters: Marlene Colvin, Donna
Abbott

In Our Prayers

Please remember these people and their families

in your prayers: Abercrombie Family, Jonathan
Bakin, Jill Buhler-Rienstra, Juanita Campbell,
Clare Castiglia, Zoe Ann Dudley, Emmett Engle,
Steve Freeman, Ray Grier, Beth Hawley, James,
Clayton LaPlant, Roland & Fred Lesta, Beth
Mackey & Stan Goddard, Anita-Louise Marley,
Melissa & Julie, Danvelo Munderu, Tom Olson,
Recovery Café, Tom Reimer, Lisa Reynolds, Ron
Stowell, Trinity Kenya Fish Farm, Nikki Tsuchiya,
Lisa Verschueren, Maura Walsch's Mom and
Stepdad, and Pat & Clint Webb.

10

Please pray for healing and support for our Trinity
family, friends, and family members.

Pray also for those who are lonely, grieving, in
need, homeless or looking for work, and for peace
in our world.

Also, remember in your prayers all those in the
military, and pray for all in harm'’s way and their
families, as well as those who have lost loved ones
to war. Please pray for those innocents who have
died and those affected by war and violence
throughout the world. =
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Trinity Life & Community
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Trinity United Methodist Church
Rev. Tony Brown, Pastor

609 Taylor Street

Port Townsend, WA 98368
360-385-0484
trinityumc@olympus.net
www.trinityumcpt.org

Off ce Hours: Monday, Tuesday, &
Wednesday, 9am-noon.

Trinity Times is published by Trinity UMC.
Please email photos, articles, calendar items,
announcements, etc., to
trinityumc@olympus.net. See the calendar
for current deadline.

Photos in this issue were submitted by Ron Portin, Nancy
Stevens/Trinity Hiking Group, Beth Kissinger, Lynn
Zephryna,

Editorial & layout: Lynn Zephryna.
Proofreading: Melinda LaPlant.

Assembly and mailing: Jan & Harvey Crow.
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