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Photos in this issue were taken by
Howard Pack (archive) and
Pastor Tony.

The mission of Trinity United
Methodist Church of Port
Townsend is to be a welcoming
ministry, to nurture spiritual
development, fellowship and
outreach.

t was love at first sight, we agreed
later, for both of us. Out of a crowd
of 300 people we spotted each other
(across a crowded room) and two days
later we had our first date, on a motorcycle with Jeff showing me around
Washington, D.C...49 years later here
we are in P. T., WA.
We have three children. Our oldest
son has married a French doctor; they
live in Toulouse, France and have two
little boys. Our second son married a
Korean-American lawyer, and they live
in the Chicago area. They also have
two boys. Our precious daughter,
whom we adopted in Bogota, Columbia, lives in Seattle and has visited
Trinity several times when she comes
to visit us. We proudly claim our
"international" family and are planning to be all together in August, 2018,
to celebrate our 50 years of marriage.
East Tennessee, where Rebecca was
born, is where we were married at her
childhood United Methodist Church.
Jeff grew up as a Lutheran in Philadelphia. The north and south find each
other again!
From Rebecca:
y “mothering” years were THE
BEST! However, in those years I
was also able to enhance my life with
people involvement, and lots of volunteering: Jr. League food bank; church
Vacation Bible School; “EXPLORE”
courses I taught at the University of
Texas (helping women of all ages to
learn about life and what it meant for
them in the '80's); “WOMEN TIME
MANAGEMENT”, I co-owned with my

M

partner and we taught details relative
to a changing world for girls and
women; and, Prison Ministry, traveling into Federal women's prison's, to
listen, hear and help with their needs
and concerns. Then came TOAD HALL
in N.C., when we bought a property
and redesigned the buildings to become a lovely and very successful Bed
and Breakfast Inn. Wow that was a lot
of work, but a pleasure meeting so
many people. In Seattle, I worked at
the safe-house for abused women, and
had an exciting assignment when I
spent a month in Vietnam and China
researching tour experiences to be
used for American visitors. These are
just a few, while the usual pieces of my
life were filled with Jeff’s corporate
entertaining, driving carpools, cooking,
various children's sports, more driving,
etc. Great memories!
(Continued on page 4)
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PASTOR’S LOG
By Pastor Tony Brown

A

long the Appalachian Trail a
weary traveler will find 5 star
accommodations throughout the journey. The picture
below is one of these prized places of comfort I found
close to Roane Mountain in Northeast Tennessee. Now,
many may not consider this a luxurious lodging opportunity. Yet, for the tired backpacker this is a well deserved break from the tent that must be pitched each
evening. A dry shelter such as this gives the tired feet
and often cold and damp body a place of rejuvenation
before the trek continues. Some of these even have fire
places in them!
We begin the season
of Lent this month and
many of us are already
beginning to think about
this long journey to the
cross with Jesus. Some
of us have found that the
trail of sacrifice that
leads us to Easter Sunday is a time of spiritual
renewal each year. Many
of us will give up something during this season
as a way to identify with
Christ’s self sacrificial
walk to Calvary. Some of us will add a new spiritual
discipline to our routine such as prayer, study, giving,
fasting, or serving. However you choose to observe
Lent I know that God will bless you for it.
We are going to embark on a journey together. And,
just like those through hikers on the ‘AT’ we need to
make sure that we have the opportunity to renew and
rejuvenate our souls during this season. There are a
few ways that Trinity is providing these opportunities.
On Wednesday March 1st at 6pm we will begin the
journey together with an Ash Wednesday service. If
you are unable to make this service, don’t worry. Participation in the Ash Wednesday service is not necessary, it is only there to provide you a starting point
during this season. Think of it as a ‘Bon Voyage’ event.
Each week during Lent consider attending the Monday noon Bible study or the Lenten Study that Dale
Kelley and Nancy Stevens will be leading on Thurs-

days beginning March 9th from 10 am-noon. These
opportunities will enable you to feed on the bread of
life.
In addition to these opportunities we want to provide you with daily respite from the dark days of Lent.
Therefore, we are making available a Lenten Devotional that you can pick up in the entry way of the
church. I hope you will consider being proactive during
Lent and finding new ways to devote yourself to God
and the work of God in our world.
The beauty of the shelter that day I took the photo
was not the shelter itself, but the well worn Bible sitting in the window. The
way the light illuminated the pages in that
dark shelter made me
think of the verse from
Psalm 119:105 which
declares, “Your word is a
lamp to my feet and a
light to my path.”
Our path is laid out
before us. The shadow of
the cross looms over us
and grows longer each
day as we approach
Good Friday. How will
you be sure that you have light in the midst of your
journey. Where will you find care for your soul. Will
you consider going along with us through this season?
Let’s discover again that while the journey of life is
difficult and dark at times, the light of the Resurrection is already illuminating our paths. For, as the
words from the beginning of the book John remind us,
“In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was
with God, and the Word was God. He was in the beginning with God. All things came into being through him,
and without him not one thing came into being. What
has come into being in him was life, and the life was
the light of all people. The light shines in the darkness,
and the darkness did not overcome it.”
In Christ,
Pastor Tony
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CANDLELIGHT CONCERT
Thursday, March 23, 7:00 PM
By Dan Purnell

“Ringing in the Rain”
Townsend Bay Ringers

T

he Townsend Bay Ringers return Thursday,
March 23, 2017 at 7:00 p.m. for their fourth appearance in the Trinity United Methodist Church
Candlelight Series. The ten talented local musicians
look forward to showering listeners with a variety of
memorable tunes around “water-based” themes. The
ensemble, which provides outreach into the community
through concerts, performances at local churches and
retirement homes, comes
from diverse backgrounds
that include boat building,
telecommunications,
teaching, acting and textile design.
Prior to moving to Port
Townsend, director Judy
Schussler, was director of
music at First Presbyterian Church in Yakima,
for 30 years where she
directed two handbell
choirs. Currently, she is
also Choir Director at
Trinity United Methodist Church in Port Townsend.
Those unfamiliar with handbell choirs might only
associate hearing bells pealing from lofty towers.
Many unique ringing techniques, however, have created renewed interest in handbells with many new
compositions including classical, jazz, Broadway and
rock as well as sacred and original compositions written specifically for handbells. The audience can expect
to hear not only lush melodies and harmonies, but unusual percussive sounds that are achieved by means of
“shakes”, “swings”, and “mallets” as well as the
“martellato” technique of tapping the bells into foam
padded tables. Handbell music is like a piano score
but each ringer is assigned only three to five bells that

must be integrated into the musical framework. The
ten ringers play a total of 51 handbells and 37 choirchimes requiring a great deal of teamwork with each
ringer providing a crucial link in the musical chain.
The March 23rd concert will offer many musical
styles and include the unusual paring of handbells
with saxophonist, Al Thompson. A selection from
Handel’s “Water Music” will lead into the second
half of the program which
will include familiar selections from movies that
evoke images of water.
The music for Gene Kelley’s famous dance scene
from “Singin’ in the
Rain” is especially effective played by handbells.
Disney fans will enjoy
hearing “Under the Sea”
from “The Little Mermaid”. Not to be outdone, Kermit the Frog of
“Muppet Movie” fame,
will have his say while safely perched on top of a lily
pad contemplating “The Rainbow Connection.” The
group’s “wetland adventure” will come to a rousing
conclusion with a “pull-out-all-the-stops” rendition of
the spiritual, “Wade in the Water.”
Doors open at 6:30 pm, Trinity United Methodist
Church, 609 Taylor Street, across from the Community
Center, Uptown. Admission is a suggested $10 donation (children admitted free) to benefit local Port Townsend organizations and Trinity’s music and historic
Victorian restoration program. Refreshments will be
served following the performance. Call (360) 774-1644
or Email rdanpurnell@msn.com for further information.
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LENTEN BIBLE STUDY
“The Women Who Followed Jesus to the Cross”
This exciting 6 week Study will invite us to get intimately acquainted with the courageous
women (and there were many!) whose lives were powerfully changed forever by JESUS. They
were healed from life-threatening illnesses, they were rescued from execution, and they risked
everything to follow him, even to the foot of the cross.
The class begins on THURSDAY, March 9, from 10am – 12noon and continues each Thursday, up to and including MAUNDY THURSDAY, April 13 - the day before Good Friday. Each
class “stands alone”, so if you can’t make every class, come as you can !
It will be held in the “Dogwood Room” (adjacent to the Sanctuary). Study Leaders will be Dale
Kelley and Nancy Stevens.
Everyone Welcome ~ Bring a Friend or Two !

(Spotlight continued from page 1)

From Jeff:
rowing up in Philadelphia my life was full of
school sports teams, Luther League, Young Life
and becoming an Eagle Scout.
Rebecca and I met in Washington, D.C., where our
first jobs were at American Airlines. I was also in
school at both American and Georgetown Universities.
Then, Uncle Sam took me into his Navy (many long
hrs. flying in P-3's) and Rebecca waited for me! During
our early years of marriage, in the 60’s and '70's, we
traveled the world on airline passes. Once, we flew to
Istanbul, Turkey just because it was Thanksgiving,
and we could! Amazing times for a young couple.
Later I served as a Director of the Travel Industry
Association of America, on The US Travel Institute,
and at Alaska Geographic Association; also in management at Finnair (the national airline of Finland), at
Braniff International Airlines., and at Continental Airlines.
By the 90's, I was traveling all the time, away from
our family, and so, as Sr. V.P. of world-wide sales for
Continental Airlines, I left the airlines for the passenger cruise line business. I served as President of The
Delta Queen Steamboat Co., in New Orleans, and

G

Cruise West, in Seattle and Alaska. I was a lecturer at
U. of New Orleans Hospitality Management School; a
Delegate to the Clinton White House Conference on
Tourism, and taught “Life Skills” to homeless teenagers at Covenant House in New Orleans. I retired last
year, as co-founder, CEO & Vice Chairman of The
American Queen Steamboat Co. with its glorious 19th
century stern wheeler cruises on the Mississippi and
the Columbia Rivers and now serve as a trustee at the
Fort Worden Foundation.
Our decision to move one last time, (this makes the
28th!) to P. T. for our retirement has been made even
sweeter by joining Trinity. This church strives to be
current in today's world while blending the teachings
of Jesus in all our changing lives. It is always inclusive. We are grateful to have found this community,
church, and Pastor Tony. We are always looking for
new friends, travel adventures, good books, movies and
plays but no more moving boxes!
A quote from years ago that has rung true for us:
"The greatest adventure is what lies ahead;
Today and tomorrow are yet to be said;
The chances, the changes are all yours to make;
The mold of your life is in your hands to break."
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IN OUR
PRAYERS

STEEPLE PAINTING UPDATE
By George Williams

T

he Trustees and the Finance Committee have reviewed
our current financial status and have agreed to award
both parts of the steeple painting contract to Lyons Painting; and the steeple
lighting upgrade awarded to Frederickson Electric. This will result in fresh
paint for the Steeple, the Cross and all 4 Peaks; and with functional lighting
for the cross.
The cost of the total project is estimated at $30,100.
Funding will be as follows:
Steeple Painting Fund: $20,835
Cash Reserve: $9,265 (Leaving a Cash Reserve of $4,750.)
As noted, this will seriously reduce the Cash Reserve fund. Any additional contributions to the Steeple Fund will be very much appreciated.
The painting is scheduled to begin in early April and continue for several
weeks. There will be some restrictions for access to the church, but available
entrances will be fully marked.

Please remember these people
and their families in your prayers:
Mike Abercrombie, Wendell Ankeny,

Tonya

Campbell,

Brinkley,

Tom

Juanita

Carter,

Karin

Davis, Nick Edgar, Stephanie Hillman, Phil Johnson, Betsy Jones,
Mandy

Jones,

Rachel

Munoz,

Lorraine Newman, Phyllis Nielsen
(Beth

Mackey’s

sister),

Hope

Dawn Smith, and Carla Williams.
Please pray for healing and
support

for

our

Trinity

family,

friends, family members and all

CORNERSTONE CAMPAIGN
CONTINUING COVERAGE...
By Jill Buhler, Cornerstone Campaign Spokesperson

W

e’re getting closer to our charge conference where we will unveil the
plans and budget, and get your OK for our long-anticipated building
project.
In another step forward, the committee voted to give the go-ahead to allocate $15,000 to our architect to develop the all-important working plans necessary to send out the RFPs. With the committee’s endorsement, Susan
Harter will work with him to finalize the interior elements. We expect to
have documents in hand next month.
However, it’s déjà vu all over again, as we’re in another wait-and-see
mode until we get those sought-after plans back. We’ll keep you up-to-date
on progress.
As you already know if you’ve been reading your newsletter, an amazing
amount of time, deliberation and expertise have gone into this project by
many dedicated people. We are very excited about finally getting the working plans in hand, and we can hardly wait to show you the results! Stay
tuned…
As always, we welcome your comments and questions. Trinity is your
church, and the Cornerstone Campaign is your project. We hope to see you
on Monday, March 13, 5:00 p.m. in the Fellowship Hall.

those who are lonely, grieving, in
need, homeless or looking for
work and for peace in our world.
Also, remember in our prayers
all those in the military and pray
for all in harm’s way and for their
families and all those who have
lost loved ones to war.
Please pray for those innocents
who have died and those affected

by

war

and

throughout the world.

violence
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United Methodist Women
By Dale Kelley

M USIC & F ELLOWSHIP

Susanna Wesley
(And Her Sons - John and Charles)
Come to the UMW
Thursday – March 9 at 12 noon
Menu = Baked Potato Bar with All the Fixins’

S

usanna Wesley was a woman to be reckoned with! She was
well “ahead of her times” for a 17th century woman. She was
strong-headed, outspoken, well educated, “had a head for figures”
was a good preacher, bore 19 children and almost single handedly
raised 10 of them to successful adulthood.
Two of Susanna’s sons, John and Charles Wesley, founded the
Methodist movement which swept across Britain and the early
American colonies like a brush fire across the prairie grass.
The words of their world famous Hymns carried the passion of
their mother’s upbringing, and were filled with compassion for
the poor and zeal for the Gospel that ignited the Methodist movement and the people that eventually carried the message around
the world.
Come hear the STORY of How our METHODIST MOVEMENT got its start in England and the fiercely devout woman
who raised two powerful, God-fearing and God- loving Sons who
have stirred the hearts and awaked the spirits of generations of
worshipers with inspiring principles and great hymns of the
Church!

TRINITY CHOIR
The Trinity Choir provides WONDERFUL
music for our church family. Wednesday
rehearsals are 5:30 - 6:30. Come sing and
be a part of this fun ministry!

WEDNESDAY NIGHT DINNER
We have a weekly Church dinner served
from 5-6 pm for anyone who would like
to fellowship during the week. Come and
have dinner with us. A small donation to
help with costs is appreciated. Thanks!
If you'd like to help with the dinners or TNT
(teen mentoring program) please
contact Pastor Tony.

T

he beautiful new comfortable chairs have arrived in the Dogwood Room! About half of them were paid for by your donations in memory or honor of loved ones and plaques for those will
be affixed in the near future. Thanks to all of you who donated.
And the other half have been paid for by a very generous donation by our District Superintendent. So a BIG THANK YOU to
Daniel and Anita Foster from the Trustees for his support of Trinity UMC.

FRIDAY POTLUCKS AT CARLYN’S
Potlucks are at 6 PM on the last Friday of
(almost) every month, at Carlyn Stark's
House, 1237 Clay St.

T r i n ity

A NNOUNCEMENTS
SWAZILAND DINNER
We need your help to make our
Swaziland Orphanage Dinner and Silent
Auction a success. We are currently
collecting items for the silent auction and
are asking if you could help with this. If
you'd like, I have a list of items from last
time to give you an idea of what we are
looking for, but generally speaking we
are looking for services/experiences,
handmade items, gift baskets, and
unique items. Additionally, we will begin
selling tickets soon, so mark your
calendars for Saturday March 25th at 5:30
pm. Thank you in advance :)
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MARCH HOLIDAYS
By Molly Jacobson

A

sh Wednesday is March 1 this year, the start
of Lent. Christians fast and give up things

they like.
Don't forget to set your clocks ahead an hour on March 12 for
Daylight Savings time. (Spring forward!)
St. Patrick's Day is celebrated March 17 to honor the missionary who brought Christianity to the Irish people in the 400's AD.
Shamrocks, leprechauns, green beer and Corned beef and Cabbage are associated with the day.
And as Emily Dickinson said (poet, 1830-1886)
"A little madness in the Spring
Is wholesome even for the King"

FINANCE COMMITTEE
CHILDREN’S CHURCH CLASSES
 0-3ish in the Nursery
 3ish-7ish downstairs in the Fellowship
Hall
 7ish and up in the Office
 They will be studying what the pastor's
message is in a fun age appropriate
learning environment.

ASH WEDNESDAY
service (receiving the ash cross) will
be on Wednesday March 1, at 6 pm.

ALZHEIMER’S ASSOCIATION
CAREGIVER SUPPORT GROUPS
A free information and support group
for unpaid care partners, family
members, and friends is held the 2nd
Monday of each month 10:30 am-12
pm at Tri-Area “Community Center,
10 W Valley Rd, Chimacum. For more
information, please contact our
group facilitator Linda Whiteside at
(206) 529-3875 or 1-800-848-7097.

Wherever you are on Wednesdays at 9
pm, let's join together in prayer for our
building project!

By Sally Helman

I

think it might be helpful to see the numbers
that had the Finance Committee concerned
last Fall, and I include the numbers that show
how we were able to close the year fabulously!
 Actual year-to-date income
as
of September
2016: $117,839
 Year to date income budget as of September 2016:
$123,054
 Thus, we were already running short by $5215 with only 3
months left in the year!
 Actual year to date income as of year-end 2016: $163,365
 2016 Year-end income budget was $164,072!
 Combine income with the Candlelight Concert income and
donations to the Cash Reserve Account ($2948) and expenses
coming in under budget and we ended the year $7000 ahead!
January 2017 Financial Report
(Annual budget is $170,000. $14,150 average per month
needed)
Income $14,809 (5 Sundays)
104.67% of income budget
(Jan. income also included fundraising due to sale of chairs, parsonage rent & bldg. rental income.)
Expenses:
$14,723
104.06% of expense budget
Difference
+$86
Apportionments $1655 monthly, paid 100%
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THANK YOU, VOLUNTEERS — YOU KEEP TRINITY VIBRANT!

VISIT OUR VOLUNTEER SIGNUP CORNER!
If you walk down the stairs you’ll see signup clipboards on the wall. You can sign
up here for Fellowship Friends, Childcare, Wednesday Night Dinners, and Worship
Service. Thank YOU for all you do!

SUNDAY SERVICE
MARCH 5

MARCH 19

Liturgist: Ron Rivas

Ushers: Mary Hedberg & Ron Rivas

Greeters: Henry & Cindi Jones

Money Counters: George Williams & Betty Prentice

Ushers: Dan & Donna Purnell

Acolyte: Devon Helman

Money Counters: Harvey Crow & Marlene Colvin
Acolyte: Dakoda Drewery

MARCH 26
Liturgist: Nancy Stevens

MARCH 12

Money Counters: Donna Abbott & Kellie Nyby

Liturgist: Ray Grier

Acolyte: James Caldwell

Greeters: Nancy & Alan Stevens
Usher: Henry & Cindi Jones
Money Counters: Sally Helman & Marlene Colvin

CANDLELIGHT CONCERT
Master of Ceremonies: Dan Purnell

Acolyte: Aiden Hill

Money Counters: Marlene Colvin & George Williams

WEDNESDAY NIGHT DINNERS

Reception: Bonnie and Bill Brock

March 1—no dinner—Ash Wednesday

FELLOWSHIP FRIENDS

March 8—The Helmans

March 5—Sally and Devon

March 15—Joan, Dale and Betty

March 12—Joanne Pope

March 22—Donna & Wendi

March 19—Jen and James Caldwell

March 29

March 26

BIBLE READINGS
March 1
Ash Wednesday
Joel 2:1-2, 12-17
Psalm 51:1-17 (UMH 785)
2 Corinthians 5:20b-6:10
Matthew 6:1-6, 16-21

March 12
2nd Sunday in Lent
Genesis 12:1-4a
Psalm 121 (UMH 844)
Romans 4:1-5, 13-17
John 3:1-17

March 5
1st Sunday in Lent
Genesis 2:15-17, 3:1-7
Psalm 32 (UMH 766)
Romans 5:12-19
Matthew 4:1-11

March 19
3rd Sunday in Lent
Exodus 17:1-7
Psalm 85 (UMH 814)
Romans 5:1-11
John 4:5-42

March 26
4th Sunday in Lent
1 Samuel 16:1-13
Psalm 23 (UMH 754 or 137)
Ephesians 5:8-14
John 9:1-41
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Trinity United Methodist Church
609 Taylor St.
Port Townsend, WA 98368

Office Hours: 9 — noon
Monday, Tuesday, & Wednesday

Anniversaries

2

Aiden Hill

4

Ron and Ann McCullough, 1965

6

Colleen Gawle

27

Judy and Don Olsen

9

Laura Munn

31

Harvey and Jan Crow

18

Gene Prentice

21

Marlene Colvin

23

Jeremy Allen

Lost and Found
Stop by our Lost & Found if you’re missing anything—we might
have your favorite jacket, scarf, water bottle, sunglasses, umbrella
or cap! It’s located in Fellowship Hall, near the coffee area.

TRINITY UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
609 Taylor Street
Port Townsend, WA 98368

Trinity Times is published by Trinity
UMC. Please email calendar items,
photos, ideas, and articles to the
office—see our calendar for
current deadline to turn in articles.
Editorial staff: Molly Jacobson, Beth
Mackey, Colleen Gawle, Carlyn
Stark, Penny Vorster and Lynn
Zephryna. Assembly and mailing:
Jan Crow, Molly Jacobson, Nancy
Carter and Colleen Gawle.

March Birthdays

Pray for Love, Peace, Justice
and Rebirth in the world.

Rev. Tony Brown, Pastor
Phone: 360-385-0484
Email: trinityumc@olympus.net
www.trinityumcpt.org

